CS 231: Computer Animation

Syllabus

Spring 2026

General

e Lecture: TR 3:30-4:50 PM, Humanities and Social Sciences 1503

o Website: http://www.cs.ucr.edu/~craigs/courses/2026-spring-cs-231/index.html

Instructor

o Craig Schroeder
e Office: Chung 309
o Hours: TR 5:00-6:00 PM (after class), or by appointment

e Email: craigs@cs.ucr.edu

Website

The course website and Canvas contain all of the information that you should need about the class. All
materials will be posted there. Important announcements will made on Canvas and/or in class.

Projects

This course will have one programming project, which is a project of your choosing. Examples of projects
include implementing a SIGGRAPH or SCA paper, developing a game, or simulating something (physics,
crowds). This project may be completed individually or with a partner. Although projects related to
physically-based simulation are encouraged, this is not required. The project will consist of a proposal,
midterm project update, final write-up, and final presentation. You will have most of the quarter to complete
the project. The last three class periods are reserved for project presentations. There is no final exam for the
class, but depending on class size, final project presentations may spill over into the final exam slot. There
is no language restriction on the project.

Paper Presentations

Students will present one computer animation paper from the literature during class. You are encouraged to
present a paper related to your project. If you are implementing a paper for your project, you may present
that paper. Each student must present a different paper, so if you are completing the project with a partner,
only one partner may present that paper. The other partner is free to present a related paper, though.
Paper presentations should be 25 minutes. Each presentation will be followed by 10 minutes of Q/A and



discussion. The presenter should be prepared to answer questions about the paper. All students should
come prepared to discuss all of the papers (skim the paper before class, even if you are not presenting it).
Your preparedness and participation in these discussions will form the basis for the participation component
of your grade.

Midterm exam

This course will have one midterm exam. The exam will given during usual class time.

Exercises

There will be four short (< 100 lines of code) coding exercises. These are designed to help introduce
students to basic simulation techniques and skills through hands-on exercises. They are intended to help
make simulation a bit less mysterious and to assist students who are doing simulation-related projects for
the course. The exercises are octave/matlab.

Grading

Your grade will be computed according to the grading scheme below.
Ttem Contribution
Project proposal 5%
Midterm presentation 5%
Final report 20%
Project presentation 15%
Paper presentation 15%
Participation 15%
Midterm exam 10%
Exercises 15%

Academic integrity

Cheating is harmful to other students and the academic environment, and we take it very seriously. Any
violations of this policy will result in an 'F’ for the course and a referral to the campus academic integrity
committee. All work for this class must be your own (or your partner’s, where allowed). Things you are not
allowed to use in this class for any purpose:

e Someone else’s implementations of a paper
« Someone else’s presentation materials (e.g., slides, presentation recordings)

— You can use the original paper itself and the submission video that goes with the paper
o Al tools (e.g., ChatGPT)

In particular, the use of generative Al in this class for any purpose is strictly prohibited.



Campus Resources

SDRC

UC Riverside is committed to providing equal access to learning opportunities to students with documented
disabilities. To ensure access to this class, and your program, please contact the Student Disability Resource
Center (SDRC) to engage in a confidential conversation about the process for requesting accommodations
in courses, classrooms, labs, etc. More information is available at https://sdrc.ucr.edul If you are a
student registered with the SDRC, please ensure you send your accommodation letters to faculty through
https://rability.ucr.edu|each quarter/term.

ARC

[The Academic Resource Center (ARC)|is the central resource for academic support at UCR. All students are
strongly encouraged to visit the ARC, which is staffed by professional and student employees who are well
trained to provide academic support and dedicated to fostering academic excellence. Resources provided
by the ARC include Tutoring, Supplemental Instruction, Study Skills Workshops, as well as several peer-
mentoring programs. Staff works with all students, at all skill levels, in all stages of their undergraduate
careers. Visit arc.ucr.edu or call 951-827-3721 for more information about hours, location and the scheduling.
For more information about the Academic Resource Center, feel free to contact the Director, Rena M. Burton
(rena.burton@ucr.edu).

CAPS

[Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS)|offers confidential short-term and crisis psychological services
by licensed mental health providers to all UC Riverside students. CAPS offers walk-in/same day services
for consultations and crisis support. Mental health clinicians are available 24 hours a day by calling 951-
827-5531 or 951-UCR-TALK. Counseling and Psychological Services is located in the Veitch Student Center,
North Wing.

Title IX

For any concerns regarding gender-based discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, stalking,
or intimate partner violence, the University offers a variety of resources, including advocates on-call 24/7,
counseling services, mutual no contact orders, scheduling adjustments, and disciplinary sanctions against the
perpetrator. Please see the [Title IX website| for more information. They can be reached at (951)827-7070.

You can also [file a report



https://sdrc.ucr.edu
https://rability.ucr.edu
https://arc.ucr.edu/
https://care.ucr.edu/
https://titleix.ucr.edu/?_gl=1*6w3q0n*_ga*MTEyODY3ODQ4Ny4xNzQ1MjY2MzIx*_ga_S8BZQKWST2*czE3NTgxMzc5MjEkbzU2JGcxJHQxNzU4MTQxNTQ1JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..*_gcl_au*NzM0Njg0Nzk5LjE3NTgxMzg2NTg.*_ga_Z1RGSBHBF7*czE3NTgxMzc5MjEkbzU3JGcxJHQxNzU4MTQxNTQ1JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..
https://titleix.ucr.edu/reporting?_gl=1*p776ui*_ga*MTEyODY3ODQ4Ny4xNzQ1MjY2MzIx*_ga_S8BZQKWST2*czE3NTgxMzc5MjEkbzU2JGcxJHQxNzU4MTQxNTQ1JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..*_gcl_au*NzM0Njg0Nzk5LjE3NTgxMzg2NTg.*_ga_Z1RGSBHBF7*czE3NTgxMzc5MjEkbzU3JGcxJHQxNzU4MTQxNTQ1JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..
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